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650—25.3 (153) Approval of programs and activities. A continuing education activity shall be
qualified for approval if the board determines that:

25.3(1) It constitutes an organized program of learning (including a workshop or symposium) which
contributes directly to the professional competency of the licensee or registrant; and

25.3(2) It pertains to common subjects or other subject matters which relate integrally to the practice
of dentistry, dental hygiene, or dental assisting which are intended to refresh and review, or update
knowledge of new or existing concepts and techniques; and

25.3(3) It is conducted by individuals who have special education, training and experience to be
considered experts concerning the subject matter of the program. The program must include a manual
or written outline that substantively pertains to the subject matter of the program.

25.3(4) Activity types acceptable for continuing dental education credit may include:
a. Attendance at a multiply convention-type meeting. A multiday, convention-type meeting is

held at a national, state, or regional level and involves a variety of concurrent educational experiences
directly related to the practice of dentistry. Effective July 1, 2000, attendees shall receive three hours
of credit with the maximum allowed six hours of credit per biennium. Prior to July 1, 2000, attendees
received five hours of credit with the maximum allowed ten hours of credit per biennium. Four hours of
credit shall be allowed for presentation of an original table clinic at a convention-type meeting as verified
by the sponsor when the subject matter conforms with 25.3(7). Attendees at the table clinic session of a
dental, dental hygiene, or dental assisting convention shall receive two hours of credit as verified by the
sponsor.

b. Postgraduate study relating to health sciences shall receive 15 credits per semester.
c. Successful completion of Part II of the National Board Examination for dentists, or the National

Board Examination for dental hygienists, if taken five or more years after graduation, or a recognized
specialty examination will result in 15 hours of credit.

d. Self-study activities shall result in a maximum of 12 hours of credit per biennium. Activity may
include television viewing, video programs, correspondence work or research or computer CD-ROM
programs that are interactive and require branching, navigation, participation and decision making on
the part of the viewer.

e. Original presentation of continuing dental education courses shall result in credit double that
which the participant receives. Credit will not be granted for repeating presentations within the biennium.
Credit is not given for teaching that represents part of the licensee’s or registrant’s normal academic duties
as a full-time or part-time faculty member or consultant.

f. Publications of scientific articles in professional journals related to dentistry, dental hygiene,
or dental assisting shall result in a maximum of 5 hours per article, maximum of 20 hours per biennium.

g. Credit may be given for other continuing education activities upon request and approval by the
Iowa board of dental examiners.

25.3(5) Prior approval of activities. An organization or person, other than an approved sponsor,
that desires prior approval for a course, program or other continuing education activity or that desires
to establish approval of the activity prior to attendance shall apply for approval to the board at least 90
days in advance of the commencement of the activity on a form provided by the board. The board shall
approve or deny the application. The application shall state the dates, subjects offered, total hours of
instruction, names and qualifications of speakers and other pertinent information. An application fee as
specified in 650—Chapter 15 is required.

25.3(6) Postapproval of activities. A licensee or registrant seeking credit for attendance and
participation in an educational activity which was not conducted by an approved sponsor or otherwise
approved may submit to the board, within 60 days after completion of such activity, its dates, subjects,
instructors, and their qualifications, the number of credit hours and proof of attendance. Within 90 days
after receipt of such application, the board shall advise the licensee or registrant in writing by ordinary
mail whether the activity is approved and the number of hours allowed. All requests may be reviewed
by the advisory committee on continuing education prior to final approval or denial by the board. A



Ch 25, p.2 IAC

licensee or registrant not complying with the requirements of this paragraph may be denied credit for
such activity. An application fee as specified in 650—Chapter 15 is required.

25.3(7) Subject matter acceptable for continuing dental education credit:
a. In order for specific course subject material to be acceptable for credit, the stated course

objectives, overall curriculum design or course outlines shall clearly establish conformance with the
following criteria:

(1) The subject matter is of value to dentistry and directly applicable to oral health care.
(2) The information presented enables the dental professional to enhance the dental health of the

public.
(3) The dental professional is able to apply the knowledge gained within the professional capacity

of the individual.
(4) The dental science courses include, but are not limited to, those within the eight recognized

dental specialty areas and topics such as geriatric dentistry, hospital dentistry, oral diagnosis, oral
rehabilitation and preventative dentistry.

b. Acceptable subject matter includes courses in patient treatment record keeping, risk
management, sexual boundaries, communication, and OSHA regulations, and courses related to clinical
practice. A course on Iowa jurisprudence that has been prior-approved by the board is also acceptable
subject matter.

c. Unacceptable subject matter includes personal development, business aspects of practice,
personnel management, government regulations, insurance, collective bargaining, and community
service presentations. While desirable, those subjects are not applicable to dental skills, knowledge,
and competence. Therefore, such courses will receive no credit toward renewal. The board may deny
credit for any course.

25.3(8) Inquiries relating to acceptability of continuing dental education activities, approval of
sponsors, or exemptions should be directed to Advisory Committee on Continuing Dental Education,
Iowa Board of Dental Examiners, 400 S.W. 8th Street, Suite D, Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4687.
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